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We use a microscope as a tool to help us treat and manage periodontal
disease, also called gum disease. A microscope is helpful because the
bacteria that cause periodontal disease cannot be seen with the naked
eye.

These bacteria thrive below your gum line, and multiply rapidly,
producing toxins. It's these toxins, combined with your body's response
to them that destroy the gums, bone and connective tissue that hold
your teeth in place. If periodontal disease is left untreated, you may lose
your teeth.

Signs of periodontal disease

Most people who suffer from periodontal disease aren't aware of it until
the condition becomes serious, because early periodontal disease may
not produce any symptoms. The good news is that we can detect the
signs and symptoms of periodontal disease during your twice-yearly
hygiene appointment.

However, you should schedule an appointment immediately if you have
any of the following symptoms:

* Your gums are red, swollen, tender, or bleed easily : - ;
* Your gums are pulling away from your teeth Inflamed gums
* You suffer from persistent bad breath or a bad taste in your mouth

How we use a microscope

We'll take a small plaque sample from a pocket between your tooth and
gums, and place it on a slide. If you have active periodontal disease,
we'll see an increase in a specific kind of bacteria on the slide. These
bacteria are called spirochetes.

You'll see your own slides when we use the microscope to help you
judge the success of your own periodontal treatment. That way, you
may be able to see the return to health in your own mouth after root
planing.

Monitoring your progress
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